
For Parents,  Students,  Governors and Staff

December 2022

Diary Dates

3rd January 2023
Spring Term Starts (0940 hrs)

5th January 2023
Year 10 Parents Evening

26th January 2023
Sixth Form Parents Evening

27th January 2023
INSET Day

1st February 2023
Parent/Carer Forum

9th February 2023
Year 8 Parents Evening

13th to 17th February 2023
Half Term

Emmanuel - ‘God with Us’
Important 
Dates for 
Parents & 
Students:

Dear Parents & Carers

The recent snow made the school look very festive, and it is certainly feeling like we’re 
ready for the Christmas break now.

It’s been an incredibly busy term, with lots of activity and opportunities for everyone. 
From participating in the Lord Mayor’s Show to public speaking competitions, trips 
abroad to sporting competitions.  

St Saviour’s students have been enjoying a wealth of extra-curricular activity in addition 
to their lessons.  Students in examination years also had their first set of ‘mocks’, and 
they have worked incredibly hard throughout this term.

In these pages you can see some of the fun that’s been had, and we look forward to 
much more in the new year. For now, I wish you a warm and happy Christmas, and every 
blessing for 2023.

With best wishes

Catherine May
Headteacher

Snow from 13th December 2022

newsletter



Southwark Diocesan Service
On the 3rd November, Southwark Diocesan Board of Education held a service at Southwark Cathedral to celebrate 
and give thanks for all of the Church schools in the Diocese, of which we are one.  

It was very encouraging to hear from the Bishops of Southwark and Croydon about much the work of church 
schools is valued by the Diocese.  

They expressed their gratitude for all the work that goes into supporting the young people in our schools, and it 
was a reminder of how much we are valued and regularly prayed for. 

Three of our Year 10 students took part in the service, carrying the candles and the cross – Ruby, Joju and Tamika 
all from Year 10 took part.  

We were very proud to see them represent our school so confidently! 

Psychology Student Interest Day
On Wednesday 23rd November, Ms Brooke and Mrs Adeneye took a group of Year 12 and 13 Social Sciences stu-
dents to Conway Hall for a Psychology Student Interest Day hosted by Hodder.  

The students got to experience University style lectures about the latest academic research delivered by leading 
experts in their fields.  This gave the students an opportunity to understand what a career in Psychology could 
look like and the fascinating paths that it can take.  

The students were also taught about the science and psychology of revision, allowing them to review and learn 
revision techniques that are evidence based to prepare for their A Level Examinations. 

“It was a great experience!”
From the very beginning, reinforcing our knowledge on eyewitness testimonies and its prominence in the criminal 
justice system, to acquiring new revision techniques that have boosted and changed how we use our revision time 
in subjects effectively, to the very end on the history of riots.  It was a considerably thought-out day.” 

Kirsty, Year 13.



Girls on Track Event
10 year 7 students were invited to take part in in a ‘Girls on Track’ event, organised by Motorsport UK.  At this event, 
they met some of UCL’s female engineering students, took part in a ‘Pitstop challenge (taking the tyres off a model 
race car in the fastest time possible), built and coded Lego cars, worked with a motorsport presenter, tested out their 
reaction times on a Batak wall and built and raced a cardboard model car on a gas-powered track. In addition, they 
were given a crash course in CPR from a real F1 medic – did you know that the best tune to do CPR to is Baby Shark?!  

Finally, students also got to see a prototype racecar and sit in the driver’s seat, just like an F1 driver (Pictured below 
Asya). 

St Saviours & St Olaves students also scooped up some prizes on the day - Jahri-Ann won the Batak challenge, with 
37 hits in 30 seconds, while Brume made the most efficient car to race on the air-track.  

Both won some very stylish baseball.  Nayla and Jahri-Ann were also interviewed by the organisers, who said that 
their interview might be seen by Lewis Hamilton!  

Some quotes about the day from students:
Brume said “I really liked the Batak, and making the model cars to race”

Asya said “It was great that this took place so near school, and it was a really worthwhile trip”

Patrycja said “I was unsure at first, but it was actually really fun!”

Kelly said “It was really exciting, I really liked the Batak Challenge”

Karita said “It was really interesting and fun, and I wish to go again” 

Favour and Nayla said “My favourite bit was building and coding the lego car”

Maia said “ My favourite part was sitting in the racecar and meeting all the engineers who talked about how 
things were made” 



World Philosophy Day 
World Philosophy Day this year had an emphasis on the topics of Aesthetics, Religion and Responsibility.  It 
involved a Philosophy quiz in the library in which the students could use the internet to answer questions about 
the greatest Philosophical thinkers and thoughts.  The high number of entries that achieved 100% in the quiz, we 
then picked 5 lucky winners to receive a prize. 

Our celebrations also included a Philosophy of Art gallery, to introduce students to new ways of analysing art and 
the deeper meaning behind them.  

Artwork included ‘Magnetism’ by Ahmed Mater – for which students commented on the symbolism of how reli-
gion and science can repel one another.  Students were mesmerised by the intricate detail of sound and visuals of 
‘Transfiguration’ by Universal Everything – a continuous video displaying the cycle of natural materials 
metamorphosising into one another with sharp and glittering sounds accompanying the figure moving across the 
screen.  

We also talked about how we can define art, whether it is the beauty of it or whether it is the skill.   We then 
examined art pieces that lacked both beauty and skill, and students thought even deeper about the real defining 
features of art. 

Those who wanted to discuss these questions further entered a World Philosophy Essay competition.  We opened 
the competition up to all year groups and had a multitude of wonderful essays from students in KS3 and KS4.  
Congratulations to our winner of KS3, Patricia in Year 7, for her wonderful analytic essay discussing one of the 
biggest questions of moral philosophy: ought we to always follow the greater number?  

Patricia provided fantastic, personal scenarios which perfectly illustrated her arguments for and against the belief 
that we should always do what the greater number of people want to do.  Well done Patricia.  
Congratulations to our 2nd and 3rd place winners: Seray in Yearb  9 and Brume in Year 7 for their excellent essays 
on human rights and whether art has to be beautiful in order to be considered art.

For KS4, congratulations to our 2nd and 3rd place winners: Zarin in Year 10 for her convincing argument on why 
criminals ought to have human rights, and Daniella in Year 11 for her aesthetics essay on why “beauty, just like 
opinions, will always be relative.”  

Finally, big congratulations to our KS4 winner, Angela in Year 10 for her fantastic essay on whether art needs to be 
beautiful in order to be considered ‘art’.  Angela’s wonderful writing style complemented her arguments perfectly.  
She refers to numerous world-famous philosophical thinkers throughout the course of history, for example 
writing:

“Greek philosophers believed that beauty was primarily an objective quality that resided in the thing itself rather 
than the reaction of the viewer.  According to Plato, the realm of form is where beauty exists, and an object might be 

deemed beautiful if it fits into one of those forms.  
Similar reasoning may be found in Aristotle’s ‘Poetics’, which stated that “to be beautiful, a living creature, and every 

whole made up of parts must… present a certain order in its arrangement of parts.”

Thank you and well done to all of the students that took part in World Philosophy Day.  
Many interesting questions were raised, even more interesting answers given and many house points and prizes 

awarded!

RS Department - Ms Blackman



World Philosophy Day Photos

Transfiguration by Universal Everything and Magnetism by Ahmed Mater



Girl Code Workshop
Our Year 9 students took part in a 4-part workshop to provide a functional and kinaesthetic introduction to STEM for 
young women.  To encourage them to break into the stereotypically male dominated field and realise their 
professional potential as a future generation of coders.  

The workshop’s objective was for students to code their very own calculator application and put it on the internet.  
The course went through basic simple programming concepts via web development, which is the most visual part to 
coding and the easiest to understand.  

At the end of the workshops, students were able to code and style a website, view their running code, break down 
problems into smaller problems and discover the different elements there are to coding.  

It’s no secret that the tech and STEM sectors are in desperate need of women.  With the hope of inspiring the women 
of tomorrow, the Mathematics and Computer Science department at St Saviour’s and St Olave’s provided an 
opportunity for our Year 9 students to work with a Lead Application Developer.  

Here is the complete working link to some of their work:
Miracle -  https://m-calc.stackblitz.io

Darya -  https://darya-calc.stackblitz.io
Lexi -  https://lexi-calc.stackblitz.io

Olive -  https://olive-calc.stackblitz.io
Leah -  https://leah-calc.stackblitz.io

As technology becomes more and more a part of everyday life, coding is increasingly becoming a very useful life skill.  
Coding is all about problem solving through logical, critical, and creative thinking.  

Working as teams to solve challenges promotes teamwork, tolerance, and communication skills.  The misconception 
that coding is for a certain type of person is a myth that needs to be debunked! It’s easy, fun and for people from all 
professional backgrounds.

Vice President at Citi
Ms Sarah Ksiyer.

Ms. Ksiyer was born and raised in South East London and attended a Girls School much like St Saviour’s & St Olave’s.  
Her enthusiasm for coding started in Year 8 where she had a little exposure to HTML in her ICT class.  

This propelled her interest to be a self-taught programmer after school.  She graduated from university with a BSc 
Mathematics and Computing where she was 1 of only 2 women on her course.  

Since graduating, she has been a software developer mainly within the finance and technology sectors.  

“The GIRL-CODE workshop was a nice experience to have, we made calculators and personalized them using code.  I 
found this interesting because from code you can create different things and that a word, bracket or even space can 

change how everything works.  
I found a few things hard like writing out code properly but at the end of this workshop I learned how to do this. 

Overall, I found this workshop interactive and educative.”
Seray

“I really enjoyed the Coding classes as it gave me an insight on girls and women in Coding but also the jobs that are 
available in coding and computer science.  

I really enjoyed being able to use and design our own calculators.  
It was a very informative workshop.”

Mabli



Year Nine students have this term been rehearsing hard towards their production of ‘Old Times’ in conjunction with 
National Theatre Connections festival.  
The cast of 15 have been rehearsing up to three times a week with Ms Murphy to stage the exciting and demanding 
play about a group of young friends whose lives are turned upside down when they are involved in the death of a 

police officer.  

The play cross-cuts between past and present, with many of the actors multi-rolling as parents and police officers, 
as well as members of the friendship group.  

The performance will transfer to the Soho Theatre in the West End on Monday 6th March 2023 after an in-school 
performance on Friday 10th February 2023.   

Information about how to purchase tickets will be communicated nearer the time.

Girl Code workshop (continued)

Old Times Production



As part of our transition tradition, our Year 7 students spent five days in central Wales in the magnificent scenery of 
Snowdonia, nestled between the Dyfi estuary and the mountains.  

Gorge scrambling, canoeing, abseiling, leap of faith, Jacob’s ladder, the challenge wall, campfire and the legendary 
jog and dip—just some of the activities we all enjoyed, not forgetting those amazing breakfast and bedtime cocoa.   

Aberdovey Trip 



Charlotte Martin Memorial Concert
On Thursday 8th December we held our first Christmas Concert in memory of Charlotte Martin.  
This included a varied programme showcasing our students work this term.  It featured solo performances from 
Teni, Sophie, Hannah and Siobhan. 

We had 80 students involved in the performance and they were all incredible.  There were 250 people in the 
audience and we finished the evening with mulled wine and mince pies. Thank you to everyone who made it happen! 

British Film Institute Trip
On the 17 November, Spanish A level students from Years 12 and 13 were fortunate enough to have the opportunity 

to go to a Pedro Almodóvar film study day at the BFI (British Film Institute).  

Almodóvar is an internationally celebrated Spanish film director who is known for his unique techniques in his films.  
During the trip students learned about the film frames used, camera angles selected and the significant use of the 

colour red (which is a reoccurring colour in many of his films).  

Elsie bravely took the microphone and, in front of hundreds of other A level Spanish students, described how the 
director creates strong female characters which reflect on his upbringing in rural Spain.  

The students also compared the film’s poster to one of Sara Montiel, an actress whose work Almodóvar greatly admired.  
These points demonstrated the students’ in-depth knowledge of the director and showed off how confident they have 

become when speaking Spanish ¡Muy bien!



Lord Mayor’s Show
I never would’ve thought I would be thinking so hard about Steel Pans.  Or about being on a float.  Or playing music 
for the Lord Mayor. So, it was interesting to find myself thinking hard about all three at the same time.   

Do I regret it? Definitely not.  
The following morning was the beginning of one of the best days this year.  To be honest, I had some concerns about 
the float and if we would fall off.  Contrary to my absurd thought, it was an amazing thing to do.  We were going around 
the heart of the city, playing upbeat music whilst bringing smiles to the crowd’s faces, making them dance, lifting 
spirits and in turn, they lifted ours.  

The experience was extraordinary.  The feeling when you play and are cheered for is unmatched.  Just like when 
you enter the Merchant Taylors’ Hall.  Having breakfast and Afternoon tea there in our matching jackets was 

exciting and the Hall itself made everything feel even more delightful.  

Overall, I loved being there and am already looking forward to the next time it happens.  The atmosphere of joy, cel-
ebration, awe and making new friends were factors of an unforgettable experience.  

So, for this, I thank Mr Gilder, Mr Cumberbatch, Ms May, The Merchant Taylors, and especially, the Lord Mayor.   



Little Shop of Horrors
After such a long period, our annual St Saviour’s and St Olave’s School Musical is finally making a long-awaited come 
back!  Auditions for Howard Ashman and Alan Menken’s Little Shop of Horrors took place on 21st November where 
we were introduced to an extensive range of talent.  

From singing, to dancing and acting (not only by the students), everyone was given a chance to show off their abilities 
and most importantly, have fun! 

Firstly, we began by belting out the musical’s most popular love ballad ‘Suddenly Seymour’. Soon after we moved onto 
learning the choreography to the Finale song: Finale Ultimo (Don’t Feed the Plants), which was demonstrated by the 
Heads of Music and Drama, Mr Gilder and Ms Murphy who were taught by choreographer Ms Hickman.  

Lastly, we dove into an amazing acting scene from Act one. 

What a spectacular audition!  Well done to everyone that auditioned.  
Little Shop of Horrors will be staged in July - we hope to see many of you there! 

Lilyana



Winnie’s World
Winnie continues to have a huge presence round the school.  She loves being on break duty especially when different 
students take the lead and walk her round the playground.  Winnie has continued to support students in different 
ways at school and is having a real impact on student well-being.  

In addition to this, she is beginning to think she has model credentials as she has taken part in two photo shoots this 
half-term.  One of them was to provide new photos for our school ethos words.  

Winnie really is Compassionate, Inclusive and Supportive and really reflects our values well. 

The second photo shoot was to get a picture of Winnie looking really festive by the Christmas Tree.  The 
behind-the-scenes shots show that the whole school community gets involved with Winnie as we had a parent and 

a student helping out.  

We hope you like the results!



Barcelona Trip
Late afternoon of Friday we passed through the Olympic Port and then we walked to Barceloneta beach where we 
watched the sunset.  On Saturday we visited La Sagrada Familia which is a church designed by the architect Antoni 
Gaudi who was heavily influenced by nature.  

Afterwards we travelled to Par Güell and explored it in small groups.  For dinner we tried paella, a popular Spanish 
rice dish.  On Sunday morning we ascended by the cable car Teleferic de Montjuic where we got to experience the 
beauty of nature through the abundance of trees.  

Later on, we visited Poble Espanyol, a place where you could visit all of the regions of Spain in one place.  

Finally, on Monday, we visited a market called La Boquería where we conducted interviews in Spanish and afterwards 
we went shopping.

Serena and Cristal, Year 11



Library Book Sale
Once again, after a period of pause during the COVID-19 Pandemic, the library hosted a brand-new book sale offering 
all students new books at affordable prices.  

The Book Sale took place in the lower part of the library on Tuesday 6th & Wednesday 7th December 2022. The books 
were priced at £2 each.

With the help of the volunteer library assistants, and the generous book donations that we had this academic year, 
the new Book Sale raised £389 which was donated to WaterAid Charity.

A big thank you to all those who helped to make this event an enormous 
success.



On 17th November, our school’s Gospel Choir was invited to attend a SSLP gospel choir day, an event in which gospel 
choirs from schools around London came together in an act of collective worship.  It was held at Kingsdale school, 
and led by the choral leaders of both Westminster City, and Alleyn’s secondary schools, where we were taught many 
things, from warm-ups, to varied harmonies, as well as 2 full songs which were then recorded and uploaded.  

The songs being ‘Believer’, and ‘Rain Down’- taught by the incredibly talented Mr Cecile (Subject leader of music at 
Westminster City).  Students were encouraged to mix with others who had not come from their own school, 
encompassing the unsaid message of all gospel music, which is to join people and communities together through the 
means of song.  

Another aspect of the day was the opportunity for various solos during either song.  Whether you were of high or 
low range, young or old, everyone had equal chances to put themselves forward and take centre stage.  Some of these 
solos were even given to our very own amazing students, Abigail (Year 8), and Abigail (Year 9Y).  

By the end of the day, the sound made by our collective voices was one gorgeous enough that it was almost shocking 
to hear, what we had achieved in mere hours was almost indistinguishable from the works of any other choir that 
had been practising together for years.  

It might seem like an overstatement, but the friendships and songs learnt on that day are ones that have surely not 
been forgotten.  It could not have been achieved without the determination from all people involved, especially the 
SSLP group who organised this event.  
Overall, it was an extremely beautiful experience which, all students and staff who attended can agree, we are 
incredibly grateful to have been a part of.  
From the electric atmosphere to the pure encouragement and freedom provided, it is safe to say that we all had a 
joyous and uplifting time.

Teni

Gospel Choir Day



Christmas Lunch Photos

A blessed Christmas from all our students and Staff at 
St Saviours & St Olaves School, and a Happy New Year!



Winter Food & Fun



Kinship Hub
In the run up to Christmas we wanted to write to you to let you know what we’re doing year round here at Kinship 
Hub to help support Kinship Carers in these increasingly difficult financial times.  The cornerstone of our work has 
always been helping make healthy food accessible for Kinship families, and so we’re constantly looking for ways to 
increase our ability to offer more practical help- like with access to some free groceries!
 
In light of the nationwide increase in cost of living, we’ve continued to expand our partnerships with other London 
organisations, such as Getir, to increase our access to donated food items to help give Kinship families a way to reduce 
their weekly food bills while still being able to have access to healthy, nutritious foods.
 
We continue to run our weekly Kinship Carers Cooking Club each Saturday.  We meet in person the first Saturday of 
the month in SE23, with the rest of the Saturday sessions being offered virtually via zoom calls.  It’s an opportunity 
for carers and children to come together, cook a healthy meal, develop friendships, access peer support, and have fun 
with other children in similar living situations.  

To help support this project better, we’ve hired two Saturday delivery drivers which allows us to more easily deliver 
grocery parcels of the ingredients needed (and often other donated food items) to kinship families in the South London 
area.  We’re confident now that we are able to reach all interested Kinship families living in Southwark, Lewisham, 
Lambeth, Wandsworth, Greenwich and Bromley boroughs. 
 
If you know of Kinship Families in South London that would benefit from becoming a member of our cooking club, 
please share the above flyer with them.  
They may register their interest using our online form at: https://www.kinshipcarershub.org/contact

Our referral criteria continues to include all Kinship families, regardless of there being a legal order in place or not.  

Basically, if a child is living with someone other than their biological parent, adopter or foster carer; they are eligible 
for our support services. Feel free to contact us at info@kinshipcarershub.com or phone 07792320549.


