information for year 9 students and their parents/carers
published March 2021

Transition to Key Stage 4
The transition to Key Stage 4 and upper school is a very exciting time for your daughter. At St Saviour’s
and St Olave’s we want you to understand fully the implications of this transition and we will be
supporting you and your daughter through this time of change and development.
Key Stage 4 is more challenging and more demanding than Key Stage 3 and will allow your daughter
to develop her interests and gain new, important life skills. We will provide your daughter with a
programme of study which is suited to her abilities and that will enable her to achieve her very best and
gain qualifications that will start her on the pathway to her ultimate goals.
This booklet contains information about all subjects followed in Key Stage 4 within which there are
subjects that all students will study. These are:
English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Religious Studies
Combined Science
Physical Education
Personal Development (PSHCE)
In addition, we offer a broad range of option choices to provide an engaging and challenging curriculum.
There is the opportunity for you and your daughter to indicate some preferences. We will make efforts to
accommodate these preferences but please be advised that this may not always be possible.
Please read through this booklet which includes the subject requirements and then state your
preferences on the survey monkey link that you will be sent after the parents evening. The deadline for
this is midday on Friday 12th March. You will have the opportunity to discuss your preferences with a
member of staff during your online transition interview on Tuesday 16th March, details to follow.
Please note that the provision of some subjects depends on the numbers of pupils opting for them and
therefore in some cases may not run.

Yours Sincerely,
Catherine May

Core
Subjects
English Language
English Literature
Mathematics
Religious Studies
Combined Science
Core Physical Education
Personal Development

English Language &
English Literature GCSEs
Examination Board: AQA
All students will follow GCSEs in ‘English Language’ and ‘English
Literature’.
GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing;
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives;
Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language (students will be assessed on their skills in presenting,
responding to questions and feedback, and their use of Standard English).
GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the Nineteenth-Century
Novel.
Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry.
www.shmoop.com has some interesting and lively materials to help study English Literature.
Andrew Moore’s teaching resources website, www.universalteacher.org.uk and the BBC’s ‘Bitesize Revision’ also have valuable information about key texts and authors.
Highly useful electronic flashcards can be found on ‘Quizlet’. After accessing this website, students can
enter a search term to do with English or, indeed, many other subjects, to learn or revise key terms,
themes and vocabulary.
AQA intend to have an e-library available from the Autumn term, which will allow students and parents
to access core materials on-line. In addition, key texts and authors can be searched on the internet and
many of the poems in the Anthology have visual and audio analytical pieces on YouTube.
Suggested text books.
There are many exciting and helpful resources being published for the new English specifications. Here
are just a few useful examples.
‘AQA GCSE English Literature’, by Ken Haworth and Julia Waines.
‘Working with the Poetry Anthology’, by Alan Howe.
‘AQA GCSE Revision English Language and Literature’, by Paul Burns.
‘GCSE English Literature for AQA Poetry Student Book’, by Trevor Millum and Andy Mort.
‘GCSE English Literature for AQA An Inspector Calls Student Book’ by Jon Seal and Peter Thomas.
Clubs: There will be a variety of booster sessions throughout the two-year course, including breakfast,
after-school and weekend revision. In addition, there are opportunities to get involved in debating and
creative writing extra-curricular activities.

Mathematics GCSE
Examination Board: Edexcel
Specification: Linear (1MA1)
Maths is for everyone. It is diverse, engaging and essential in equipping students with
the right skills to reach their future destination, whatever that may be. Maths is a
core subject at school, which we must all study at least up to GCSE level. But maths
is so much more than just a compulsory subject – the career possibilities can be
endless.
The course explains mathematical ideas from work related to students’ everyday
experience of the world. It aims to present mathematics in an imaginative,
attractive way that brings the subject to life and places mathematics in context to
demonstrate its relevance to everyday life.
Study is based around 6 key areas:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Number
Algebra
Ratio, proportion and rates of change
Geometry and measures
Probability
Statistics

The GCSE is an examination which most of you will do but at different tiers. You will be given experiences
appropriate to your ability so that you can be successful. The mathematical content of each tier is wide, containing
useful concepts of both modern and traditional topics. Although there is no longer a coursework element to this
GCSE, there is still an emphasis on problem-solving skills.
Examination
The qualification consists of three equally-weighted written examination papers at either Foundation tier (grades
1 to 5 available) or Higher tier (grades 4 to 9 available).
		
		
		

Paper 1: 1 hour 30 minutes (non-calculator)
Paper 2: 1 hour 30 minutes (calculator allowed)
Paper 3: 1 hour 30 minutes (calculator allowed)
Each paper has a range of question types; some questions will be
set in both mathematical and non-mathematical contexts.
Equipment
PLEASE NOTE: It is essential that all students own their own scientific
calculator and a geometry set.

Religious Studies GCSE
AQA Religious Studies A – Full Course
Religious Studies GCSE involves the in-depth study of two faiths and a
variety of philosophical and ethical themes. It promotes self-awareness,
respect, open-mindedness, appreciation and wonder at the world
in which we live. Religious Studies supports you in asking the most
important questions in life, asked by people throughout time, such as
is there life after death, how should we treat the environment or does
God exist? It encourages you to critically assess the different responses
to these and draw conclusions from them. You will develop analytical
and critical thinking skills, the ability to work with abstract ideas,
leadership and research skills. All these skills will help prepare you for
further study.
Key topics
Component 1: The study of beliefs, teachings and practices
Christianity
Islam
Component 2: Thematic studies
Theme A: Relationships and families
Theme B: Religion and life
Theme C: The existence of God and revelation
Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment
Whilst learning new content and developing your understanding of these issues, you will also develop
your ability to do the following:
•
•
•
•

Interpret and evaluate pieces of information
Communicate and apply your knowledge
Describe and analyze the key features of the religions studied
Think critically and evaluate responses to key issues

Assessment
All students will sit two examination papers at the end of year 11 which last for 1 hour 45 minutes each.
In these you will be asked questions that test knowledge, understanding and evaluation skills. There is no
coursework or controlled assessment.

Combined Science GCSE
Examination Board: AQA code 8464

This is the main science qualification for all candidates which was started in year
9. You will be study science for six lessons per week by up to 3 different teachers.
The aim of the subject is to enable you to:
•
•
•
•

develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the
specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics
develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science,
through different types of scientific enquiries that help them to answer
scientific questions about the world around them
develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry
and problem-solving skills, both in the laboratory, in the field and in other
learning environments
develop their ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical
analysis of the methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively
and quantitatively.

How will I be assessed?
The GCSE in Combined Science is made up of 6 papers equally weighted and covering half of each of the Biology, Chemistry or Physics content. All content will be assessed in the summer of 2021. Candidates will be awarded two numerical grades,
e.g., 6-6.
Science is a practical subject. Students will have the opportunity to complete a
minimum of 21 practical activities over the course which must be analysed and
evaluated to build students’ competence. Working scientifically, the use of apparatus and skills associated with scientific technique will be assessed across all papers.
What will I learn about?
Biology - Cell biology, Organisation, Infection and response, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis and response,
Inheritance, variation and evolution, Ecology
Chemistry - Atomic structure and the periodic table, Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter,
Quantitative chemistry, Chemical changes, Energy changes, The rate and extent of chemical change, Organic chemistry, Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere, Using resources
Physics - Energy, Electricity, Particle model of matter, Atomic structure, Forces, Waves, Magnetism and
electromagnetism
Where might it lead?
Students who achieve a 7-7 in the subject will be well placed to continue their studies at Advanced level.
Many technical and vocational courses will value a science award of 4-4.
Further information is available from:
Head of the Science Department Mr Walkden

Core
Physical Education
(Non BTEC)
This course is designed to fulfil the requirements of
Key Stage 4 of the National Curriculum in PE, whilst
meeting the needs and developing the abilities of all
Year 10 pupils.
The aims of the course are:
To engage in a practical activity which will
contribute to the building of students’ confidence,
body awareness, and give them the opportunity to
develop social skills through teamwork.
To develop an awareness of the necessity to
develop a healthy lifestyle.
To enable the students to gain the knowledge
to plan, undertake and evaluate a safe health
promoting exercise programme.
To improve skills acquired in the lower school.
To enable the pupils to gain information and
develop links with local clubs and encourage them
to continue an activity when they leave school.
Course Assessment
The course will be assessed by:
The ability to plan, lead and evaluate an activity of
their choosing.
Continual assessment of effort and achievement.
The PE Department offer a range of activities for
students’ excitement and enjoyment, both during
curriculum time and in dedicated KS4 extracurricular clubs.

Personal Development (PSHCE)
As students enter KS4, they also begin a further stage in their development at a number of levels: academic, of
course, but also personal, emotional, physical and mental.
Your daughter will take part in our newly developed, bespoke programme of PSHCE themed days throughout the
year. These days cover many areas, including economic well-being, financial capability, relationships, diversity
and health. The lessons, workshops and speakers have been carefully chosen to allow her to engage with the
challenges, issues and opportunities that adolescent life entails.
Our purpose is to enable the girls at St Saviour’s and St Olave’s to take their place in society as rigorous, rounded
and grounded young women who are able to lead happy and successful lives and to contribute actively to society
as members of their local, national and global communities.

The Sixth Form (Key Stage 5)
We expect every student to leave St Saviour’s and St Olave’s Sixth Form, proud of her achievements and ready to
meet the exciting challenges of Higher Education and fulfilling careers. Throughout their time in the Sixth Form,
students will visit a number of universities to find out about Higher Education. All students receive individual help
with their UCAS application form and Personal Statement, and the School’s Careers Adviser is on hand to advise
students as part of our integral ETC (Ethics, Transition & Careers) programme. The Connexions Careers Adviser also
attends 6th Form Parents’ Evenings.
Citizenship
Some students will decide that they wish to go to work rather than go to University. These students are given
opportunities to help them prepare for this, for example, mock interviews, visits to employers and help with
application forms.

Subjects Offered
Art & Design
Business Studies
Computer Science
DT: Resistant Materials
DT: Food Preparation & Nutrition
Drama
Geography
History
Modern Foreign Languages
(French, Spanish)

Music
Physical Education BTEC
Triple Science

(Biology, Chemistry and Physics)

Art & Design GCSE
Examination Board: AQA
This is an Art course covering drawing, painting, photography, animation, collage, printmaking, sculpture,
textiles, design studies and critical development. The course also includes a number of Gallery visits, the
chance for students to develop work around their own interests, and opportunities to exhibit finished
work.
The course consists of:
The Portfolio Unit, which is worth 60% of the total mark.
The Exam Unit, including preparatory studies, which is worth 40% of the total mark.
The Portfolio is made throughout the course, which, after initial training in the mediums used, enables
students to work with increasing independence. This is created throughout year 10 and up until Christmas in Year 11.
The Exam unit is where students develop an idea from a starting point given in advance by the exam
board, to make a piece of work in test conditions in 10
hours. This time is split over two days with breaks (it is
not done in one go!). Students get a preparatory period of approximately 3 months to plan and practice
what they will create, and therefore 75% of the marks
for this unit are still produced in lesson time.
Students are required to complete both teacher-led
and self-initiated tasks in Sketchbooks. This ranges from carrying out research and experimenting with
ideas and materials, to drawing from life and the imagination, reviewing artists work, and making sustained outcomes.
As well as the practical side of the course, students are required to make some written connections between their own practical work and examples from the history of Art, Craft and Design. The artists are
mostly selected on an individual basis to reflect each students emerging artistic identity, and the written
element takes the form of annotation pages, rather than through extended essays.
Pass rates in this course are always very high and the department’s approach, which encourages freedom of choice, has been consistently praised by visiting assessors from the examination board.
As well as lesson time, the Art department is open after school for GCSE students to develop their ideas
in their own time, and experiment with materials. They can also gain access to the A-Level Photography
studio equipment at various stages throughout the course should they wish to.
The course suits students who enjoy exploring and expressing ideas and who have ability in drawing,
painting, mixed media and photography. This is also a great course to choose for students considering
further study at A-Level in Art, Photography, or Media.

Business Studies Enterprise and Marketing
OCR Cambridge National (GCSE Equivalent)

Why choose business?
Business is integral to every aspect of your life whether you realise it or not. In
one day it is estimated that you will see 3,500 marketing messages – be that
the advert you skip before your youtube video plays, the billboard brandishing
the latest Nike trainers or the bus covered in the upcoming Hollywood
blockbuster. Almost all of these messages we ignore but companies continue
to try and get our attention. This course will introduce you to what makes a
business and their marketing successful in an interesting and practical way
and will give you lifelong skills which will be an asset in any career.
What will I study?
In this innovative course you will study the theory behind why companies spend billions of pounds every
year to convince you to buy their product. You will then put these concepts into practice by designing
your own product proposal and a promotion plan to make sure it sells. You will then pitch your ideas to an
audience of potential investors.
Unit R064: Enterprise and Marketing concepts
1 hour 30min written exam
80 marks (120 UMS)

The paper consists of two parts:
Part A – comprising of 16 multiple choice questions
Part B – comprising of short answer questions and
extended response questions based on a business case study

Unit R065: Design a business proposal
OCR-set assignment
60 marks (60 UMS)

Assignment consists of designing a product proposal to
meet a business challenge scenario. You will conduct
market research, generate product design ideas, work
collaboratively to evaluate the designs then complete
financial calculations to determine if your proposal is
viable.
Unit R066: Market and Pitch a business proposal
OCR-set assignment
Assignment consists of creating a brand identity and
60 marks (60 UMS)
promotional plan for your product proposal created in
Unit R065. You will then pitch your plan to an external
audience and evaluate it afterwards.
How will I be assessed?
As shown in the table above, you will complete two coursework assignments which will involve both written
and practical tasks (worth 50% of your grade) and one written exam (worth the remaining 50% of your grade).
How will I learn?
This course is taught using a variety of teaching and learning methods both inside and outside of the
classroom. There is a lot of opportunity for practical activities and group work as well as written work so
expect class discussions, group presentations, online research and a high degree of independent study.
There are mathematical elements so it advisable that you enjoy maths if you would like to take this course.

Computer Science
GCSE
Examination Board: Eduqas
Why study Computer Science?
You will acquire the knowledge and develop the skills that shape the
future.
According to the Royal Society, 85% of jobs that will exist in 2030
have not been invented yet but will rely heavily on Computing and
technology.
The growth in the use of mobile devices and internet technologies has exploded, resulting in countless exciting new
opportunities. Computers are used in all aspects of life, from business to education, leisure and at home. Companies across
all sectors require tech-savvy individuals who understand how computers work and can use technology to creatively develop
solutions. The GCSE Computer Science specification has been designed with these developments in mind.
How will I be assessed?
Computer Science is assessed across 2 examined components and there is no coursework.
Component 1:
Understanding Computer Science
Written paper
1 hour 45 minutes
This unit investigates aspects of Computer Science theory and
is assessed by a written exam. In this unit you will investigate
hardware, Boolean logic and algebra, data representation,
operating systems, software engineering, security and the
impacts of digital technology on society.
100 marks (50%)

Component 2:
Computational thinking and programming
On screen exam
2 hours
You will apply problem solving skills and further develop a
program using Python which follows a brief. Students receive
a pre-release of the exam paper and investigate, design,
develop and test a programmed solution during the exam.
80 marks (50%)

What skills can I gain from Computer Science?
GCSE Computer Science will allow you develop and apply critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills in a creative and
innovative way. If you are resilient and enjoy the challenge of applying mathematical and logical thinking, Computer Science
could be a rewarding subject for you.
Where can GCSE Computer Science take me?
The course provides an excellent preparation for further study or employment in the field of Computer Science or IT, however,
the skills you learn are highly transferrable across subjects like Science, Maths, Engineering, Art and Humanities. Students
who take GCSE Computer Science and study the subject at A Level or university have a significant advantage over other
applicants when applying for a career within Computing, technology and engineering. Computer Science is highly valued by
apprenticeships and Russell Group Universities alike and can lead to careers in cybersecurity, ethical hacking, data analysis,
games development, software engineering, artificial intelligence, network engineering and software testing.
Further reading:
Eduqas GCSE in Computer Science specification: https://tinyurl.com/eduqasCS
Revision website: https://www.csnewbs.com/eduqas-gcse
For further information, please contact Ms Daniels, Head of Computer Science and ICT.

Design & Technology:
GCSE Resistant Materials

Examination Board: AQA

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly
technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors. Students will get the opportunity to work
creatively when designing and making and apply technical and practical expertise.
The GCSE allows students to study core technical and designing and making principles, including a broad range
of design processes, materials, manufacturing techniques and equipment. They will also have the opportunity to
study specialist technical principles in greater depth. The core principles will include resistant materials, textiles,
electronics, systems and control and product design.
This course encourage candidates to be inspired, motivated and challenged by following a broad, coherent,
satisfying and worthwhile course of study. Specifically candidates will actively:
Be engaged in the process of Design and Technology, in order to develop as effective and independent students.
Be involved in making decisions, consider sustainability and combine skills with knowledge and understanding in
order to design and make quality products
Explore ways in which aesthetic, technical, economic, environmental, ethical and social dimensions interact to
shape designing and making
Analyse existing products and produce practical solutions to need, wants and opportunities, recognising their
impact on quality of life
Develop decision-making skills through individual and collaborative working
Understand that designing and making reflect and influence cultures and societies, and that products have an
impact on lifestyle. How as a society we demand products which are more responsible in terms of the materials
used and their impact on the environment.
Developing an understanding of broad range of material
areas. Focusing on their working properties as well as their
applications in developing commercial products.
Develop skills of creativity and critical analysis through making
links between the principles of good design, existing solutions
and technological knowledge.
Incorporating Mathematics and Science
Through their work in Design and Technology students must apply relevant knowledge, skills and understanding from key stage
3 and 4 courses in the sciences and mathematics.
Through the assessment of their knowledge and understanding
of technical principles students must demonstrate an understanding of relevant mathematical and scientific requirements.
They will apply this knowledge in relevant contexts both in a
practical and theoretical way.
Course content
The course consists of two units. One is coursework which is
done under controlled conditions and the other an examined
unit. Each unit carries a 50% weighting.

What is assessed across the two units.
•
Core technical principles
•
Specialist technical principles

•

Designing and making principles

Unit 1: Examined content
How it is assessed
•
Written exam: 2 hours
•
100 marks
•
50% of GCSE

This component brings together the learners ‘core’ knowledge and ‘in-depth’ knowledge and understanding.
•

‘Core’ knowledge of Design and Technology principles demonstrates learners’ broad understanding of principles that all learners should have across the subject.

•

‘In-depth’ knowledge allows learners to focus more directly on at least one main material category, or design engineering.

The question paper is split into two sections.
A minimum of 15% of the paper will assess learners’ mathematical skills as applied within a Design and
Technology context.
Unit 2: Non-examined content
How it is assessed
• Iteractive design challenge: 40 hours approx
• 100 marks
• 50% of GCSE
This component offers the opportunity for learners to demonstrate understanding of and skills in iterative designing, this is an ongoing cycle of exploring, creating and evaluating to come to a final solution. In particular they will
look at:
•
•
•

The interrelated nature of the processes used to identify needs and requirements (explore)
Creating solutions to meet those needs (create)
Evaluating whether the needs have been met (evaluate)

As an outcome of their challenge, learners will produce a chronological portfolio and final prototype(s).
It is through the iterative processes of designing that learners draw on their wider knowledge and understanding
of Design and Technology principles.
The challenge they can choose from are set by the board and released towards the end of year 10 on the 1st June.

Design & Technology:
GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition
Examination Board: AQA
What is the qualification?
AQA GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition Single Award
What will I learn in Food Preparation and Nutrition?
The new Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE is an exciting
and creative course which focuses on practical cooking skills.
The course will ensure students develop an understanding of
nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food
materials. Students will also learn about British and international
culinary traditions, food security and food safety. At the heart of
the qualification is a focus on developing practical cookery skills
and a strong understanding of nutrition.
What is the course overview for Food Preparation and Nutrition?
Food Preparation skills; Food, Nutrition and Health; Food Safety;
Food Science; Food Provenance
Food Choice
How will I be assessed in Food Preparation and Nutrition?
A one hour 45 minute written exam taken in the summer term of
Year 11
• Section A: 20 marks - Multiple choice questions on course content
• Section B: 80 marks - 5 questions varying in styles of approach and content
Two Non – exam assessments (NEA)
• NEA 1 – Food Investigation 15%: Students will write a report on their understanding of the scientific
principles that underpin the preparation and cooking of food. This is completed in Year 11.
• NEA 2 – Food Preparation assessment 35%: Students will plan, prepare, cook and present a three
course menu within 3 hours. A portfolio is also produced that will include clear and detailed time plans
to explain how they carried out their preparation, cooking and presentation of their three final dishes;
costing; evaluation of sensory properties and nutritional characteristics of each dish.
This is completed in Year 11.
Why should I study Food Preparation and Nutrition?
The fresh and exciting new GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition equips students with an array of
culinary techniques, as well as knowledge of nutrition, food traditions and kitchen safety. The course will
inspire and motivate students, opening their eyes to a world of career opportunities and giving them the
confidence to cook with ingredients from across the globe.
Which career pathways will Food Preparation and Nutrition lead to?
There are many food related career opportunities including: Food Scientist, Food Technologists,
Dietician, Cookery Writer, Food Stylist, Chef, Sports Nutrition, Food Manufacturer, Product Development,
Environmental Health and Retail Management.
Who should I contact for more details about Food Preparation and
Nutrition?
Mrs Omolaso in room S2.

Drama GCSE
Examination Board: AQA
Why study Drama?
Drama will help you gain a deeper understanding of yourself, of
your life and of events that happen in the world. It will also enable
you to understand others by exploring why people take certain
actions and what motivates them. It is an exciting and creative
subject. Lessons are practical and enjoyable. You will also learn
about how directors and designers interpret a script for the stage.
You will learn about theatre theory and history and be introduced
to interesting academic ideas.
Through drama you will develop the following skills which will be of
value throughout your life:
Self-confidence, public speaking, team work, communication,
decision-making, imagination, co-operation, how to work through problems, how to extract relevant and useful
information, how to analyse and evaluate.
So, Drama is a subject that will be of great use to you regardless of which other subjects you choose or what
kind of job you hope to get on leaving school. Employers like Drama students because they are confident
speakers and can work well in groups. In fact, many universities offering law specifically look for students to
have studied drama.
How is the course assessed?
Unit 1: Devised performance – 30% of your final grade
In a group you will create your own devised performance based on a stimulus. You will work on this for several
weeks, trying out new ideas and styles and developing a performance from scratch. You will be marked individually
on your acting in the performance. As well as this you will also be marked on a portfolio of evidence which you will
create during the devising process. This will be marked individually as well and will involve reflections and analysis
of your work.
Unit 2: Scripted performance – 30% of your final grade
In a group you will choose two extracts from a play and perform these as they appear in the text. You will do a
lot of work on character development and also space, movement and voice. One of the performances could be a
monologue if that would interest you. You will get assessed individually on your acting.
For both units 1 and 2 there is the option for you to work as a sound/lighting designer rather than perform. This
would be a way for you to combine your love of performance with developing a totally new practical skill.
Unit 3: Written exam – preparation will largely be practical – 40% of your final grade
Before the exam we will study a play together as a class and try out lots of different ways of staging scenes.
In the exam you will be asked to imagine you are a director. You will have to explain how you would choose to
stage certain scenes from the play and justify the effect you would like these scenes to have on an audience.
In the second half of the exam you will write a review of a performance we will go and see as a class. You will
evaluate how the acting, lighting, sound and other production elements contributed to the performance overall.
Are there any special features?
1) Regular visits to theatres are arranged to provide stimuli for the work and for the
written exam.
2) During Year 10 and Year 11 you will be expected to take part in group rehearsals
for your HW. These will take place during some lunch times and some before and
after-school sessions.

Geography GCSE
Examination Board: AQA
Why study Geography?
Are you are curious about the world’s countries, places, peoples and
environments?
Do you want to understand challenges facing our world today?
Do you like asking questions and finding answers?
Are you are interested in local, regional and global issues?
Do you have the ability to think independently?
If you have answered yes to any of these questions, GCSE Geography is the right subject for you!
What will studying Geography help you to do?
• Understand key challenges we face, such as climate change.
• Know what you can do to address challenges facing our world today.
• Develop decision-making skills which will enable you to consider a wide range of concerns.
• Develop a wide range of skills that will be useful in your future studies and career.
• Know how to undertake fieldwork and use computers, GIS and other technology.
• Understand other cultures.
What will I study?
Paper 1: Living with the physical
Paper 2: Challenges in the human
Paper 3: Geographical
environment
environment
applications and skills
Earthquakes, volcanos
Urbanisation
Issue evaluation
Tropical storms
Megacities
Fieldwork
Climate change
Urban growth in Rio de Janeiro
Geographical skills
Ecosystems
Urban change in the UK
Tropical rainforests
International development
Cold environments
Nigeria: a newly emerging economy.
Coasts
The changing UK economy
Rivers
Food, water and energy management
What support will I receive?
As a department, we will provide you with a wide range of support, including:
- excellent study and revision materials;
- regular exam question practice;
- regular class interventions after school; and
- individual support.
Who can study Geography?
Anyone who wants to. You should be able to do well, as long as you are prepared to work hard, keep
your work up to date, read and listening carefully in class. As well as combining well with other subjects,
geography contains many skills that employers are looking for, including critical thinking, data analysis,
problem solving, research, presentation and teamwork. While Geography involves writing, most
answers are relatively short, meaning that it suits those who have strong writing ability as well as those
who find this more challenging.

Will Geography be useful to me in the future?
Geography will help you become a more responsible and aware citizen. You will know more about
the world and be better equipped to make informed choices and know the effects they will have on
others. In addition, the transferable skills which Geography provides are an asset in the complex world
of employment. Geography graduates are some of the most employable as they possess a wide range
of transferable skills that emerge from a practical subject that combines knowledge of science and social
science and an understanding of the arts and the economy. According to the UK’s Higher Education
Statistics Agency, geography graduates are among the most likely to be in employment. More than 90
per cent are in work or further study within six months of graduating.
What do people who study geography go on to do?
Studying Geography provides entry into a wide range of professions, including the civil service, teaching,
law, town planning, cartography, surveying, environmental management, landscape architecture, nature
conservation, transport and tourism. Many graduates find work for non-governmental organisations
in areas such as international development and climate change, or international organisations such
as the United Nations, while others pursue careers in journalism, finance and business management.
Geography also helps you if you want to work in social work, engineering, medicine, nursing, law,
marketing and advertising, or even in owning your own business.

And if you still need a reason to choose Geography, listen to Barack!

History GCSE

The Making of the Modern World
Examination Board: Edexcel
Why choose History?
Think History is not relevant? Or you won’t get a job learning History?
Think History is not practical?
In fact, History is very practical, because it involves:
Learning about people – how they interact, the motives and emotions that can tear people apart into
rival factions or help them to work together for a common cause (useful knowledge for team-building at
work!)
Learning about countries, societies and cultures – so many of today’s conflicts and alliances have their
roots in the past; how can you negotiate with, trade successfully with, or report on a country if you know
nothing of its history?
Learning to locate and sift facts – to identify truth and recognise myth, propaganda and downright lies
(useful in every aspect of life!)
Presenting what you’ve learned in a way that makes sense to others – whether in graphs, essays or
illustrated reports – and having the confidence to defend your findings.
What will I study?
Year 10

Year 11

Paper 3 – Modern depth study
The USA 1954 – 1975: Conflict at home and abroad
Written exam 30%

Paper 2 - Period Study
Superpower relations and the Cold War 1941 –
91
Written exam 20%

Paper 1- Thematic study and history environment
Crime and punishment in Britain 1000 – present and
Whitechapel, 1870 – 1900:crime policing and the
inner city
Written exam 30%

Paper 2 - British Depth Study
Early Elizabethan England 1558 – 88
Written exam 20 %

How will I learn?
The course is taught using a variety of teaching and learning methods. Class discussions, group
presentations, on line research, as well as the use of visual aids such as DVDs are all common in lessons.
Trips relating to the units will also take place. The history department has excellent textbooks and also
texts for extended reading which will prepare you for historical study at A-Level.

Modern Foreign Languages
French/Spanish
Examination Board: AQA

Why should you continue with a modern foreign language at GCSE?
Learning a Foreign Language teaches you to communicate, to listen and to
discuss. It is far more than a subject to study at school.
More and more universities expect students to have a GCSE language.
Studying a language is recognized by colleges and employers around the
world and opens doors on an international scale.
Learning a foreign language will help you communicate with people around
the world, but it will also improve your ability to analyse texts, recognise
patterns, and show logical thinking.
You will have the opportunity to take part in a study trip abroad if it has
become safe to do so by 2022. Previous years have had the opportunity to
go to France or Spain.
The GCSE course covers a variety of interesting themes such as lifestyle,
home and environment, leisure, work and education and the environment.
You will learn how to communicate with native speakers and learn about
foreign cultures and countries.
How?
In Years 10 and 11 you have the opportunity to study French, German or Spanish at GCSE level and
acquire a qualification considered very important by employers and universities.
To complete a GCSE in one (or more) of these languages, students will take examination papers at the
end of year 11 for Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Each skill is worth 25%. The assessments are
based on the following themes:
Theme 1: Identity and culture
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment
Other languages?
If you have a home language, we can help you to take a GCSE in it and gain an extra qualification.

Music GCSE
Examination Board: Edexcel
“I worked hard. Anyone who works as hard as I did can achieve the
same results.” J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
Students who study music at GCSE level and beyond are those who
love singing, playing, making, and learning about all kinds of music.
Students studying GCSE music must do the following:
• Perform a solo piece of music for instrument/voice
• Perform an ensemble piece of music (playing with 		
other musicians) for instrument/voice
• Compose 2 original pieces of music, one free and one to a brief
set by the board.
• Study 8 set pieces of music in a variety of styles (instrumental
music, vocal music, music for stage and screen and fusion music)
and answer questions about them and some unheard pieces in a
written/listening examination.
All GCSE students have one or more instrumental/singing lesson
a week. Those who cannot play an instrument must have singing
lessons, as this is the most effective way of gaining the highest mark
for the performance element of the course.
GCSE musicians must also contribute to the extended music
curriculum, such as performing at: open evenings; cathedral
services; arts evenings; and the many special events that take place
throughout the year.
You will have three 50 minute lessons of music a week.
Lessons involve practical and theory work. The music department
has very high expectations of its students.
If you work with passion and commitment then you will find the
course culturally enriching, spiritually rewarding and enjoyable.

Physical Education
BTEC First in Sport
(Level 1&2)
Examination Board: Pearson
What can BTEC sport offer me?
• Deeper knowledge and understanding of the Anatomy
(the body) and Sport
• A pathway into a career in sport.
• Opportunity to learn how to lead, take on the role of a
coach and perform in your chosen sport.
• An additional practical PE lesson every week.
• Alternative to exam based subjects.
The best BTEC Sport candidates are…
• Organized
• Have an interest in sport
• Able to work independently
• Willing to do better than expected.
How will I be assessed?
25%Theory Exam (1 Unit)
Unit 1 – Fitness for Sport and Exercise.
This unit focuses on skills (agility, power, reaction time) and components (speed, endurance, strength) required in
fitness. The different training methods designed to improve these skills and components and how you would test
ability in these components and skills.
Externally assessed - the examination is 1 hour and done on a computer. The exam consists of multiple choice
questions and 6/8 mark responses.
75% Course Work (3 Units)
Unit 2 – Practical Sports Performance.
Here you can demonstrate your knowledge practically of a sport through your use of the rules, skill, techniques
and tactics.
Unit 3 – The Mind and Sports Performance.
Psychology meets sport, how does anxiety affect the performance of athletes, is all anxiety bad for performance?
Unit 6 – Leading Sports Activities.
What makes a good leader in sport? Have your turn in leading/coaching your chosen sport.
There are thousands of careers and jobs studying a BTEC in sport will benefit you with, from coaching professional
athletes to designing sport related computer games.
Take your slice of the UKs £20 Billion sport industry and choose BTEC Sport as an option.

Triple Science GCSE
GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics
Examination Board: AQA code 8461/8462/8463
This is the extended science qualification for all
candidates which was started in year 9. You will be
studying science for nine lessons per week with 3 different teachers.
The aim of the subject is to enable you to:
•
•
•
•

develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the specific disciplines of
biology, chemistry and physics
develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science, through different types
of scientific enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world around them
develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and problem-solving skills,
both in the laboratory, in the field and in other learning environments
develop the ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical analysis of the methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively.

How will I be assessed?
The GCSE in each of the separate Sciences is made up of 2 papers equally weighted and covering half of
each of the Biology, Chemistry or Physics content. All content will be assessed in the summer of 2021.
Candidates will be awarded a different numerical grade for each subject, e.g., Biology 6, Chemistry 6 and
Physics 6.
Science is a practical subject. Students will have the opportunity to complete a minimum of 24 practical
activities over the course which must be analysed and evaluated to build students’ competence. Working
scientifically, the use of apparatus and skills associated with scientific technique will be assessed across
all papers.
What will I learn about?
Biology - Cell biology, Organisation, Infection and response, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis and response,
Inheritance, variation and evolution, Ecology
Chemistry - Atomic structure and the periodic table, Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter,
Quantitative chemistry, Chemical changes, Energy changes, The rate and extent of chemical change, Organic chemistry, Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere, Using resources
Physics - Energy, Electricity, Particle model of matter, Atomic structure, Forces, Waves, Magnetism and
electromagnetism
Where might it lead?
Students who achieve a 7 in any of the subjects will be well placed to continue their studies at Advanced
level. Many technical and vocational courses will value science awards of 4.
Further information is available from:
Head of the Science Department Mr Walkden

